What Is Lent Anyway?
On Easter we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. It is the most important day of the year for us as followers of Jesus.
When Jesus is raised from the dead, he breaks the power of sin and death in our lives, sets us free from our
bondages to addictions and bad behaviors and gives us hope for the present and for the future. The implications
of what God has done for us through Jesus are staggering. We need time to wrap our minds around it. That’s
where the season of Lent comes in. Lent is a time of preparation. As Advent helps us to prepare for Christmas,
Lent helps us to prepare for Easter. During the season of Lent, we have the chance to reflect on what God has
done, to ponder its implications for our lives and to respond with faith and obedience.
Henri Nouwen wrote: “Lent is a time of returning to God. It is a time to confess how we keep looking for joy,
peace and satisfaction in the many people and things surrounding us, without really finding what we desire.
Only God can give us what we want. So we must be reconciled with God, as Paul says, and let that reconciliation
be the basis of our relationships with others. Lent is a time of refocusing, or re-entering the place of truth, of
claiming our true identity.”
We hope that you will use this season of Lent to spend more time reading God’s Word. To help you do that, the
pastoral team has written a Lenten devotional guide. It’s our prayer that through this devotional series you “may
have power, together with all the saints, to comprehend the length and width and height and depth of His love,
and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.”
Pastor Michael White
Harbor Covenant Church

Ash Wednesday, February 26
By Brenden Smith

READ:

Isaiah 58: 1-12

THINK: ‘What are you giving up for Lent this year?’ Has anyone ever asked you that? If you do give up something
at Lent you probably answer with something like: chocolate, TV, snacks, or if you are truly pious – coffee. The
common idea behind this is that when you choose to fast from something it helps you to rely more on God and
less on the material things around us. But what if we didn’t choose what we were going to fast from and ask God
what fast He would choose?
Go back and read Isaiah 58: 6-7. What might God be calling you to do?
PRAY: Almighty God, help me to see with Your eyes and fast according to Your will. Where there is brokenness,
make me a Repairer of the Breach. As you call me to loosen the chains of injustice, make me a Restorer of
Streets with Dwellings.

Thursday, February 27
By Brenden Smith

READ:

Exodus 5: 10-23

THINK: When you make a sincere, heartfelt, all-out, one-hundred percent, no-turning-back, totally amazing
commitment to God – you expect things to get better… right? But what if, instead of things getting better, things
got even worse? That is what has happened to Moses in this passage. Moses had laid it all on the line for his
people and now the people were more miserable than ever and it looked like God had failed them. I can almost
hear the Israelites whispering behind Moses’ back, “I bet that burning bush thing was just a trick of the light, just
another mirage in the desert.” But Moses avoided the temptation of giving up the exodus dream and chose
instead to confront God, argue with God, even accuse God. And what did God think?
Peek ahead and read the next verse: Exodus 6:1
I don’t know how much time elapsed between Exodus 5:23 and Exodus 6:1, but I do know this: Moses would not
have heard what God had to say if he had walked away from the situation. So please express yourself to God
regardless of how upset you are at Him. I promise you, He can take it.
PRAY: Lord, give me strength for the trials I find myself in. In my frustrations instead of turning away from You,
and towards sorrow and hopelessness, help me to turn toward you even with my anger and accusations. I know
You can handle it.

Friday, February 28
By Brenden Smith

READ:

Psalm 91: 1-2, 9-16

THINK: It was a scorching hot day and I was standing in a long line at an amusement park with my kids while the
sun beat directly down on us. My daughter huddled next to me and overdramatically proclaimed, “Dad, your
shade is saving me.”
This psalm sends you an invitation. You are invited to rest in the shadow of the Almighty. Whereas my shadow
protected my kids from the harmful UV rays and provided a little relief from the heat, the shadow of the
Almighty protects us from much more. This psalm should be a great comfort to many, but to some believers
who really find themselves in the midst of calamity, it can almost seem mean-spirited (especially verse 10).
However, just as my shadow helped alleviate discomfort from the heat; it didn’t get rid of the heat itself, so too
with God’s shadow.
God isn’t here to issue guarantees against misfortune. He says as much in verse 15 where He says, “I will be with
you in trouble,” but He is here to provide shade if you accept the invitation.
PRAY: Heavenly Father, may I come to know the peace, rest, and security that can be found in Your shadow.
Help me to realize that to be in Your shadow is to be close to You. I accept Your invitation to rest.

Saturday, February 29
By Brenden Smith

READ:

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8

THINK: I have two questions for you:
1) If you had one hundred percent control over absolutely every aspect of your life, would you plan it so that
nothing bad ever happened to you and you always got exactly what you wanted?
2) Have you ever been around someone you would describe as a ‘spoiled brat’?
As we look at this passage, we see a series of beautiful contrasts. Too often we look at passages like this and
think of it as ‘doom-y and gloomy’ instead of seeing the bigger picture: that God wants us to have resilient joy
and all these contrasts are His way of programming that into us.
What is an experience God gave you that you are thankful for, even though you didn’t feel that way at the
original time of the experience?
PRAY: God, thank you that in your infinite wisdom You shape us with contrasting experiences. In my best times,
let me see others around me who are hurting and let me identify with them out of my own experiences. In my
hard times, remind me that You are in control and that I am never alone because others around me have gone
through similar situations.

First Sunday Of Lent, March 1
By Mark Willson

READ:

Romans 10:8b-13

THINK: There is something powerful about declaring truth. The power of our spoken words becomes even more
impactful on our lives and the lives of others when we speak with the conviction of our faith. When we declare
“Jesus as Lord,” we are saying to God, ourselves, and others that we want Jesus to be the very center of our
lives. We are reminding ourselves that our salvation is based upon what Jesus did on the cross. Through Jesus’
death, our sin has been addressed and through His resurrection we are offered a new life of living for God
through the work of Jesus. When we believe in the power of Jesus’ work on our behalf and speak that power
over our lives and future, it brings salvation to ‘everyone’ who calls out to God in Jesus’ name.
Do you remember when you first heard this truth? What did you experience when you first believed in the
powerful work of Jesus? How does living for Jesus give you power in your daily life?
PRAY: Father, thank you for the love you have shown me through the work of Jesus. As Jesus gave His life for
me, help me live my life for you! May I speak this truth regularly, so I can remember that my life is a gift from
you and to be lived for you! I want you to have all of my heart and all of my life!

Monday, March 2
By Mark Willson

READ:

Psalm 17:1-2

THINK: Psalm 17 was written by David. It begins with calling out to God for help and for justice to be done when
life is hard, unfair and punishing. Can you relate? Consider a time when it seemed like nothing was going right,
everything and everyone seemed to be against you. It’s in those times when life is most challenging, that we
often find ourselves coming to God for His help, peace and resolution. In those moments it’s so nice to know
that we aren’t the only ones to have experienced this kind of situation. David shows us we aren’t alone in it, but
he also shows us something about the value of transparency before God. David knows that God knows His heart.
It’s as if he’s reminding himself that God knows what he’s dealing with and what the intention of his heart really
is. Notice, David’s declaration is with “honest lips” and desiring to “do right.” There is something powerful about
speaking, praying, remembering God knows you, knows what you are going through, and knows your desires in
the midst of whatever you face.
What do you need to declare to God and yourself about what you are dealing with right now? How does it feel
to know that He knows you and knows your needs? What would it look like for you to not only tell God all that
you are feeling and thinking, but then ask Him to respond based upon how He sees you and your situation?
PRAY: God, I thank you that you know me, love me, and call me to live my life for you. In the midst of all that I
am facing right now, I ask that you’d remind me of your love, presence and truth; that as I declare my need for
you and desire for your will in my life, that you’d give me your peace, remind me of your presence, that I might
see your power in and through my life and things that concern me. I thank you that I can trust you with my life,
heart, and circumstances! May you get the glory in my life.

Tuesday, March 3
By Mark Willson

READ:

Psalm 17:3-5

THINK: Do you ever wonder what God sees that we don’t see? David in this passage is making some pretty
strong claims: “I am determined not to sin,” “I have followed your commands,” I have “stayed on your path” and
“not wavered from following you.” How could we ever make such a statement with any amount of confidence?
The only way I know how to declare such a thing would be if I actually asked God what He thought about me and
my actions. Verse 3 points to this in David’s life, “you have tested my thoughts and examined my heart in the
night.” It’s like David is saying, ‘I’ve spent long hours processing this with you, God. You’ve challenged me to
consider my actions and motivations. I’ve asked for your evaluation of my life. And, as a result of this time
looking and listening for your assessment, I have confidence that you both see me and know what I am
experiencing in this life, but you also know my heart and intentions.’
Have you ever spent time with God asking Him for some honest feedback on your life and how you are living it?
If you knew God loved you and you wanted to live your life for Him, would you be open to that kind of honest
feedback? Spend some time and ask Him to speak to you about your life. Ask Him why you do what you do.
Then ask Him what He wants you to know about Himself, yourself, and the life you are living.
PRAY: Father, your word says, “You see me and know me,” but I don’t always see myself or my life as you do.
Would you help me to see what I don’t see? Would you speak to me about my life, who I am, and how I am
living? Would you speak your truth to me so that I may live with the peace and confidence that I am not just
trusting myself with my life, but truly trusting you? Thank you for loving me and inviting me closer to you! I trust
YOU with all that I have and all that I am.

Wednesday, March 4
By Mark Willson

READ:

Psalm 17:6-7

THINK: One of the most important truths to believe is that God sees and hears us! He is never unaware of us,
our needs, or His desires for us. David’s words in verse 6, “I am praying to you because I know you will answer,”
shows the confidence David has in God. Do you live with that kind of confidence? A confidence that is rooted in
the truth of God’s character and nature? David prays a spoken prayer of confidence in a God who knows and
hears his requests, but a God who also answers them. Notice how David views God’s response to His prayers
with opportunities to see God’s “unfailing love in wonderful ways” and “mighty power…to rescue those who seek
refuge.” Do you know that the God you pray to knows you and can do that for you too?
When you pray, do you just ask God for things? What if, when you asked God for things, you spent some time
asking Him to show you a bit more about who He is? What if you declared the truth about who you believe He is
and what He is capable of doing in your life and circumstances? There is power in speaking out loud the truth
about who God is and then choosing to trust God based upon who He is, not simply your circumstances.
PRAY: God, you are bigger and better than I could ever give you credit for. You know me and my needs more
than I even understand them myself. And when I come to you for help, direction, power, strength and
protection, I often come so overwhelmed by my circumstances that I forget just how big and great you really
are. Help me to remember that you are a good God! That you have better plans for my life than my own, and
that whatever I am walking through in this life, for better or worse, I can trust you! Thank you for knowing me,
seeing me, and hearing me as I seek to live my life for you! Speak, lead, heal, guide, direct, strengthen and
empower me as I seek to focus on how great you are!

Thursday, March 5
By Mark Willson

READ:

Psalm 17:8-9

THINK: Have you ever been afraid? Not just of something bad happening, but of being attacked or assaulted?
Many of us may not have experienced the threat of physical attacks, but we do experience attacks in many other
ways. Especially with the advent of social media, the lack of deep relationships, and with the rise of mental
health issues, Psalm 17 shows us where we can go in the midst of the battles and storms that rage around us.
David looks to God to “guard,” “hide,” and “protect” him as he faced his enemies. In verse 8 we see an
assumption David makes about God, “guard me as you would guard your own eyes.” David assumes that God
would treat him as God would treat Himself.
If you’ve ever felt attacked, I am sure you too have looked for relief and protection. Have you ever thought that
God would take care of you like He would Himself? How would that affect the way you pray? How might that
change your expectations or even your observations of how God is answering your prayers? If you believe that
God truly loves and cares for you, how might that change how you view God in the midst of the battles you face,
confrontations with your enemies, or as you seek God’s protection and provision?
PRAY: Life is so overwhelming at times, Father. I so often fight battles and feel so beaten down. While no one
really knows the depth of my pain, struggles and fear, I believe you do know, and you really do care. Thank you
that I can trust you, that you want to work through me and my opposition. I ask that you’d remind me that you
are bigger than my battles and I can find victory in them by trusting you. Thank you for being with me in
whatever I walk through, that I am never alone! Your presence makes all the difference in my life!

Friday, March 6
By Mark Willson

READ:

Psalm 17:10-14a

THINK: Psalm 17 reveals that people today aren’t any different than they were thousands of years ago.
Humanity is self-absorbed, self-concerned, and has no problem using others for their own advantage. It’s hard
not to respond to others with this same kind of attitude when you have to deal with it so frequently. In this
passage, David looked to God to avoid falling into the trap of becoming like the oppressive and abusive people
he was facing. Looking for God to execute justice versus choosing to take matters into our own hands is no easy
task. What would it look like for us to ask God to “arise” on our behalf?
Are there people in your life who are abusive, hurtful, and tear you down? Do you see that their problem is not
just what they are doing, but in what they are living for? A life built around oneself and one’s own personal
happiness leads to the oppression, injustice and marginalization of others, a life tearing down others in order to
build up one’s own self and ego. As you ask God to “arise” on your behalf, how also can you be praying that God
works amidst the brokenness of people who’ve hurt you? What does God need to cut out of their lives in order
to change them? What does God need to do to “bring them to their knees” in order to rescue you? If you said,
pray for their salvation, you are right! Pray that they see their need for a Savior, a Rescuer.
PRAY: Father, you hate evil and you desire that I reflect you to the broken world around me. But when I am
faced with an assault of aggressive, rude, hurtful attacks, it so hard to live for you and trust you with the
outcomes. Help me to remember you are the one who judges rightly, who is fair and trustworthy. Help me to
know and remember you can work in my life and in the lives of others even when I can’t see the way. May I
forgive others, as you have forgiven me, and may I represent you well to a world that is broken around me!

Saturday, March 7
By Mark Willson

READ:

Psalm 17:14b-15

THINK: Where do you find your hope? When everything is said and done, what is going to be the thing that
endures, carries you through and provides? After David cried out to a God he believed knew his heart, saw his
need, and would exact true justice, David declares his hope is found in the presence of God. David had a view of
God that led him to place his hope in God. Consider David’s words… God views his people as his “treasured
ones.” God is capable of not just meeting their needs but the needs of all future generations, and that those who
know and love God “will see” his face. David’s final word in this psalm reveals that God’s face is his greatest
satisfaction. Our view of God largely determines our response to Him as well. What are our expectations of life
and where is our hope found? If our expectations for our lives are based upon what we are capable of
accomplishing, we will find our hopes are small and limited. When our hope is built on Jesus and His presence is
our greatest satisfaction, we will find a hope that satisfies our deepest desires and longings.
What is your greatest desire? What are you living for? Is it based upon who God is and His desires for your life?
Would you be willing to ask God to give a desire for Himself? Would you be willing to let go of things that keep
you from pursuing your relationship with God? Know this: God desires you and His relationship with you more
than you could imagine! You just have to do what David does in this psalm, ask Him to “satisfy your hunger.”
PRAY: Father, I confess I have longed for many things more than you, but I know that there can be no greater
satisfaction in this life than you. I want you to become my greatest hope and desire. While I know you see me, I
want to see your face more and more. Help me focus in on who you really are. Help me see your character more
clearly and your activity in my life in more obvious ways. I want to live for you and desire you more than I desire
any other thing!

Second Sunday Of Lent, March 8
By Sammi McCubbins

READ:

Luke 13:31-35

THINK: On his way to the cross, Jesus is approached by Pharisees who warn him that Herod seeks to kill him. The
Herod mentioned here was Herod Antipas of Galilee, the same man who locked John the Baptist in prison and
had him beheaded. Most likely, Herod wanted Jesus dead because he viewed Him as a potential rival. Jesus’
response to the Pharisees’ warnings was near indifference and appears dismissive when he says that he must
continue the course of his ministry day by day and journey to Jerusalem. Jerusalem represents the religious
authorities who hate Jesus and are seeking to kill him because of His teachings. Jesus understood his opposition
was cunning like a fox, but he calmly showed that he would not stop carrying out his mission of redemption and
do the work He was called to do. Jesus was neither afraid of Herod nor Jerusalem, and, being confident in God’s
sovereignty, believed he was doing the will of God. Have you resisted proclaiming the good news of the gospel
of Jesus because you feared being mistreated or persecuted? Jesus is our model for boldly proclaiming the good
news wherever we go. We are Jesus followers with his message and his power. May we boldly proclaim Jesus as
Lord and continue to do the work he has called us to do until he returns!
PRAY: Loving God, you did not give us a spirit of fear but of power and love and self-control. May the example of
Jesus encourage us as we face oppressors and situations that would seek to silence us from proclaiming the
good news of Jesus Christ.

Monday, March 9
By Sammi McCubbins

READ:

Exodus 33:1-6

THINK: The people Moses brought from Egypt had forsaken him and God by choosing to worship a golden calf
made from their ornaments or jewelry. When God learned of their sinful action, he called them a stiff-necked
people and withdrew from their midst because he might destroy them as they continued their way to the
Promise Land. Moses petitioned God to forgive the people for their great sin of idolatry, however, the
consequence for their sin was losing the intimate presence of God. In our world today, where do you see a
stubborn, intractable community willfully ignoring the leading of God? More personally, is there an area in your
life where you are stiff-necked and ignoring God’s warnings?
PRAY: Loving God, reveal to us areas where we may be stubborn and ignoring your leading. Forgive us our stiffnecked ways and may we seek your guidance in all we say and do so that we may be in your sweet intimate
presence always.

Tuesday, March 10
By Sammi McCubbins

READ:

Psalm 105

THINK: Written by King David as a song of praise to God, Psalm 105 was first used as a hymn when moving the
ark. The first verses of this historic psalm are full of joyful praise which stirs us to praise God and speak of his
mighty works and good deeds. We are told to call upon his name and tell everyone we meet what he has done.
Every day our eyes should be open to see God and all that he has done for us and for the world. How much time
do you spend praising the Lord? Are you alert for signs of his presence and miracles around you and elsewhere?
Do you share with family and friends about God’s wondrous works along the way, encouraging their faith and
hope in God?
PRAY: Loving God, we praise your holy name. May we proclaim your faithfulness and all your good deeds to
those around us as we remember the wonders which you have done throughout all the earth. Keep our eyes
open and alert for your presence and may we praise you forever and ever.

Wednesday, March 11
By Jeremy Kidd

READ:

Psalm 105:1-42

THINK: This is a song of remembrance. The psalmist writes to remind the people of Israel who their God is. God
has delivered them, time and again. He always comes through for his people. It is interesting that none of these
stories are contemporary with the psalmist’s audience. These are not victories God has won for them personally.
Instead, these are victories God has won for his people, and because the readers/listeners are “the descendants
of Abraham, his chosen ones,” this deliverance was for them. These stories are their stories, even though they
weren’t there when they happened. Often, the story of Jesus and the cross can feel to me like a movie I’ve
watched too many times. I’ve heard this story so much, and at some point, does it lose its power? When is God
going to deliver me and my family from what we’re going through now? But what if Jesus’ story is my story,
because I am a child of Abraham (Rom. 9:8)? What if Jesus was God making good on his promise to my people,
to me. For me, that freshens the story right up, because now it’s more than a story, it’s a memory. God came
through in the most powerful and costly way in Jesus. And that is the greatest assurance that he’ll stand with us
in what we’re facing now, individually and corporately, because that’s who he is. He always comes through for
his people.
PRAY: Mighty God, I remember. I remember how you came through for me, and I know what it cost you. I call
on your name because you always come through. Deliver us, King Jesus.

Thursday, March 12
By Jeremy Kidd

READ:

Daniel 3:19-30

THINK: These godly men refused to bow down and give worship to King Nebuchadnezzar’s 90-foot tall golden
statue. They were not defying the statue. They were defying the king and refusing to worship him rather than
God. In other words, this is a political story. How many of us have conceded to worship the political gods?
Conservative gods. Liberal gods. How often have we thrown insults at our brothers and sisters under King Jesus,
because they didn’t worship our cultural idol (or ideology). Governments and political parties want us to believe
that our only hope for salvation is to rally behind their cause. We must join their ranks and fight for our rights as
Americans! Nebuchadnezzar wants us to believe that he holds the power of life and death. Who are we trusting
for our salvation? Who holds the power of life and death? In breaks the voice of Jesus. “Do not be afraid; I am
the first and the last, and the living one. I was dead, and see, I am alive forever and ever; and I have the keys of
Death and of Hades” (Rev. 1:17b-18). Let us abandon our ideologies and begin to remember our true citizenship.
Having political opinions is not wrong, but we must not abandon Jesus’ commands to love even our enemies and
especially our brothers and sisters in the faith. We are children of the King, may he teach us how to love,
respect, and listen to each other.
PRAY: Loving God, we are your people, and you are our only true king. Teach me to love my brothers and sisters
and to love my enemies. You alone hold power over life and death. May we trust you alone for our salvation.

Friday, March 13
By Jeremy Kidd

READ:

Revelation 3:1-6

THINK: Sometimes my spiritual life feels more like sleep than a battle. I want to do what is right, share the
gospel, pray for God’s kingdom to come, and resist the temptations of comfort and complacency. At the end of
the day, though, life is comparatively easy in America for a Christian. I’m not openly persecuted for my beliefs. I
worship freely. I have lots of modern and technological comforts. It is easy to forget about issues of justice,
forget to serve, forget to pray and boldly share the hope that I have with others in every way. Sardis was also a
rather easy place for Christians and Jews to live. They could live well there and even acquire wealth and land.
But to this church and to the angel set to guard it, Jesus says, “Wake up!” He calls us to remember the gospel
and to change our ways! Those who want their names fixed in the book of life must “conquer,” “overcome,” or
be “victorious” over (depending on your translation) this temptation. We are called, even in the relative
freedom and ease we have been given, to do battle with the forces of darkness that seek to blind others to the
truth of the gospel and prevent Christians from truly living lives of compassion, mercy, and justice. Jesus himself
is shaking us awake. The battle rages! I pray he gives me the strength and motivation not to hit the snooze
button.
PRAY: King Jesus, wake me up! Help me to remember the truth and immeasurable worth of the gospel. Teach
me to live and to walk in your ways and let me not be distracted by comfort and complacency.

Saturday, March 14
By Jeremy Kidd

READ:

Luke 6:43-45

THINK: This passage is so easy for me to get behind and feel superior about, at first. I read the opening lines and
think, ‘Yeah! Good fruit comes from good trees.’ The moral of the story? If you do good things that means you’re
a “good tree.” So, as long as I’m not doing that thing, the thing that person is doing, I’m good to go. Then Jesus
hits me with a zinger: “For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.” Ouch. I don’t know about you, but I can
easily remember a time (quite recently) when I’ve said something I regret. Usually I say the most shameful
things to those I’m closest to. Often, I say judgmental things about someone, rather than to them directly. I
confess, my heart is full of judgment and pride. I know because “the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.”
Funny how this passage comes right after the one about not judging others, too. I’m sure it’s just a coincidence!
This passage reminds me that being a “good tree” isn’t about having a good reputation or doing the right things
most of the time. It’s about what’s in our hearts, and only God can change an evil heart like mine. I am humbled
and reminded of Jesus’ words in John 15, “I am the vine; you are the branches … apart from me you can do
nothing.” I believe, Jesus. Help my unbelief.
PRAY: Holy God, let me bear good fruit because I trust you as my source, not because I work hard at being
“good.” Guard my words and help me control my tongue, so that you may be honored and glorified.

Third Sunday Of Lent, March 15
By Blake Merwin

READ:

Isaiah 55:1-9

THINK: This selection from Isaiah is embedded with hope and poetically captures the essence of Lent. “Give ear
and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live.” That your soul may live! The prophet cries out to the people
of God to accept with lived-out conviction the coming salvation of God. But there’s also a warning if we do the
opposite. When we refuse to listen to God and do not draw near to God, our soul is at risk. God desires for us an
abundance of life, but if we “labor on what does not satisfy,” we find ourselves missing out on all that God
wants to deliver us from.
Looking back at this last week, did you in some way labor on what does not satisfy?
PRAY: God, deliver me from the things that can kill my soul. I thirst for you and your salvation. I want my soul to
delight in you like the thirsty delight in water, or the starving delight in food. You not only freely pardon but
desire an everlasting covenant with me. God, thank you for your mercy.

Monday, March 16
By Blake Merwin

READ:

Romans 2:1-11

THINK: Do you ever think about how much we love to rank things? A City’s Top 5 Best Restaurants. An Uber
driver’s rating. Reviews on Amazon. Movies, products, experiences, everything. We want to know what’s the
best so we can enjoy it, or know what’s the worst so we can avoid it. Unfortunately, we do the same with
people, don’t we? It’s unfortunate because many times when we rank, judge, or categorize people we do it to
make ourselves feel superior or righteous. In this selection of Scripture, Paul teaches us that the only true and
perfect judge is God and that in the end we will all be judged.
In what ways do you think you might rank, judge, or categorize people? Knowing that God has the judgment
thing handled and doesn’t need help from us, how does that affect how you live?
PRAY: God, as the one and true judge, free me to live for you and you only. Heavenly Father, your kindness calls
me to repentance. Give me the wisdom to pursue your priorities in this broken world, for your sake, and your
glory and honor. Help me extend grace towards others, just as you have shown me grace. And empowered by
your Spirit, give me the words to articulate your grace with others.

Tuesday, March 17
By Blake Merwin

READ:

Romans 2:12-16

THINK: In this selection of Scripture, Paul is referring to a very specific law, the Jewish law, also known as the
Torah. The Torah was given to Moses on Mount Sinai as the way of life for the people after they were rescued
from slavery in Egypt. The point of the passage (which becomes clearer later in the chapter) is that the non-Jews
don’t have this law, but through faith in Jesus, have God’s law written on their hearts by the Holy Spirit. At first
glance, this passage doesn’t bring much comfort with all the talk about judgment. In our world today, true
justice is hard to find, and this passage teaches us that it is not in the hands of blind chance or an unstable God,
but rather in the loving care of King Jesus.
PRAY: Most Holy God, thank you for declaring us to be in the right because of our faith in Jesus. And not only for
the future judgment, but right now. You form us into your new community, the church of Jesus, to live into your
new reality of a reconciled world. Thank you for the gift of faith, your never-ending mercy, and abundant grace.

Wednesday, March 18
By Blake Merwin

READ:

Luke 13:18-21

THINK: What has been the impact of your life on others? If that question doesn’t sink in and give you pause for
thought, it should. In these famous sayings of Jesus, recounted in the Gospel of Luke, are Jesus’ explanation of
what just happened and what he is doing in the world. Jesus had just healed a woman that had been suffering
for 18 years. In fact, he described her as “tied up by Satan.” It was just one healing, on one Sabbath day, in one
synagogue. But only God knows the impact of this healing. Jesus described it as a mustard seed or yeast. This
woman’s life was radically changed and so what did she do? How did she live differently? I know for myself and
many others who have been found by Jesus, our lives have been impacted. And we serve, love, care and impact
others for the Kingdom of God. And that’s how the mustard seed becomes a tree, how the whole dough is
leavened.
As a follower of Jesus, are you content with the impact you are making?
PRAY: God, thank you for all I have in Jesus and the way Jesus has freed me from the bondage of Satan. I want
others to be freed as well. God, maximize my impact. Help me prioritize my day and week to love and care for
those around me. Give me new opportunities to plant mustard seeds of the kingdom in the lives of those you
deeply love.

Thursday, March 19
By Blake Merwin

READ:

Psalm 32

THINK: Have you ever looked at one of those pictures that has another picture embedded in it? You know, one
of those art pieces where the other picture appears. At first it is hidden, but you stare at it and then it comes
into view? That’s what I think about when the psalmist writes “the earth is full of his unfailing love.” It’s easy to
miss it, but when we focus, and “have the eyes to see,” we begin to see it everywhere.
Hindsight is 20/20. Reflecting on experiences you’ve had with recent events, people, and places, where did you
miss God’s unfailing love but recognize it now?
PRAY: God, your eyes are on those whose hope is in your unfailing love. We believe in your kingdom vision of
hope springing up in unlikely places. God, give us the eyes to see where you are at work. Fine-tune our vision to
see your unfailing love in creation, in relationships, in hope, and in our city. God, we submit ourselves to you,
may your unfailing love rest upon us.

Friday, March 20
By Blake Merwin

READ:

2 Corinthians 5:6-15

THINK: “We have come to the conviction that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all in order
that those who live should live no longer for themselves.” This is precisely what is demonstrated when someone
is baptized by immersion in water. Going down into the water represents being dead in our sins and rising out of
the water represents being resurrected to new life. This new life is not a do-over, but a do-different. No longer
do we live as if we’re the boss of our own lives; we now have a new king. The one we pledge allegiance to. Now
I’m sure you and I both know people who are not living resurrected lives and some of them, frankly, are walking
dead. Soul-less. Bankrupt. Dead. We pray and serve so they come to that conviction as well.
If you have been baptized, how does that experience give you a new perspective towards living faith today? If
you have not yet been baptized, does this ‘new-life do-different’ sound like something you should pursue? Why
or why not?
PRAY: God, for many of us, we can’t imagine going back to the way life was before we knew you. Yet so many
loved ones live this way. Your death has become our life and we are grateful and want to live for you. Help us to
live out the calling you have for us. Renew our joy in your salvation. Renew the conviction of our hearts. Renew
our resolve to live for you who died on our behalf. As resurrected people, may you be shown as the Lord of life
through us living resurrected lives.

Saturday, March 21
By Blake Merwin

READ:

Luke 15:1-10

THINK: What is the greatest compliment someone has ever given you? Careful, how you answer the question
partly reveals what you value. Second question, have you ever been criticized but it actually ended up being a
compliment?
I think often about people far from God. I pray for them. I want to be around them. I want to share my faith with
them. I want our church to reach them. My office wall has only one thing on it and it is a quote about reaching
people. My dream is to add to Luke 15:1 so it says, “All the tax-collectors and sinners were coming close to listen
to Jesus… AT HARBOR COVENANT CHURCH.” I want sinners at our church. Lots of them. All of them. I
wholeheartedly believe the purpose of the church is to reach people far from God and to help them follow
Jesus. A saying I’ve heard multiple times, that still impacts me today is “Jesus doesn’t have a mission for his
church, he has a church for his mission.” In Luke 15, Jesus is criticized by the Pharisees and legal experts but
actually ends up being the greatest of compliments, ‘this fellow welcomes sinners!’ I can think of no sweeter
compliment!
PRAY: God, we confess that many times we shy away from sharing our faith with those who are far from you.
We know that you love missing people more than we ever could and are pursuing them with your love even
right now. Grow our heart and compassion for people far from you. If you care so deeply for missing people,
help us make it a burden and priority too. God, as scary as it sounds to pray, this week help me share my faith
with someone who needs your forgiveness and love. Use your Holy Spirit to give me the right words to share
about how you have saved me and to express your love for them. God, thank you for salvation, may my life be
animated by it and may I be complimented for being a friend of sinners.

Fourth Sunday Of Lent, March 22
By Jessica Bauml

READ:

2 Corinthians 5: 16-21

THINK: Before Apostle Paul’s conversion, I bet if anyone told him he would impact the world for Jesus, he would
have laughed. In fact, his original goal was to rid the world of all Christians. However, no one’s sin is beyond the
reach of God’s forgiveness and redemption. Through the grace of God, Paul had a change of heart and was
made anew. Have you ever thought about what it really means to be made new? I have. In verse 17 it says,
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” A new creation.
Not a fixed, patched up, painted over and cover-up-the-flaws-of-sin creation. A new creation.
I think of a butterfly. Coming out of the chrysalis, the creature is more than just a caterpillar with pretty wings.
The butterfly is nothing of its former self. It’s a complete transformation from the inside out. It’s a new creation.
The transformation of a follower of Jesus occurs in a similar way. We are not the same people, with a pretty
‘Christian’ appearance of doing good deeds and going to church. Our hearts change out of thankfulness for the
undeserved gift of forgiveness. We change our sinful behaviors and there is a longing to serve Him by having
compassion for others, helping those in need and sharing the gospel.
PRAY: God, thank you for the gift of forgiveness. Would you please continue to work in my heart and transform
me into a new creation?

Monday, March 23
By Jessica Bauml

READ:

Psalm 53

THINK: It doesn’t take long to conclude that the world is full of corruption when you’re watching any news
outlet or reading any social media headlines. Verse 1 of Psalm 53, “The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God.’
They are corrupt, and their ways are vile; there is no one who does good.”
No matter the decade, humans have claimed ‘There is no God’ and gone their own corrupt ways. They don’t
want God because they don’t want to answer to anyone but themselves. Sadly, because we live in a fallen world,
no one lives a life without some kind of loss, sadness, grief, pain, suffering, despair or illness. Without God, how
does that person cope? How does the world cope? In our technologically-advanced society, there are many
earthly ways to escape; but how sad, that for those without God, escaping is the only answer they have to their
difficulties. How foolish. Have there been times in your life where instead of going to God, you chose to escape,
only to find out that the problem returned or got worse? God didn’t intend for it to be that way. It is true that
God’s children will suffer the agonies of the world. But rather than just temporarily escaping, followers of Jesus
have hope in the promises of God.
PRAY: God, I pray for those who say, ‘There is no God.’ I lift up those who lean on earthly means to escape the
world’s agonies. Lord, thank you for the hope we have in Jesus, that corruption and death is not the end, but by
his sacrifice we have eternal life.

Tuesday, March 24
By Jessica Bauml

READ:

Psalm 53

THINK: There is so much to this psalm that reflects today’s reality, that it deserves more than one day of study. I
can’t help but feel saddened to picture God looking down from heaven to see if anyone seeks him, only to find
all have turned away, become corrupt and there is no one who does good, not one. Is it really that bad even
today? It’s easy to see the corruption in the world, but does God see the goodness in man? Surely he sees the
humanitarian who devotes his life to stopping hunger. Or the couple who fosters children without a family of
their own. Or the girl who spends her summers at a Christian camp to teach kids the love of Jesus. I’m sure he
sees them, but he also sees their sin. No human besides Jesus Christ has lived a sinless life. All of us, even the
really ‘good’ people, sin. We even tend to measure our sin as if one person’s sins are greater than another’s.
What a false sense of security to think my sins are not as bad as another’s, so therefore I must be okay. God
doesn’t measure sin against other sin. All of us fall short of His glory. And yet he is merciful and because of Christ
we have hope of salvation.
PRAY: Merciful God, forgive me for the times I’ve turned away from you. Help me not to compare myself to
others but strive to be more like your Son Jesus.

Wednesday, March 25
By Jessica Bauml

READ:

2 Kings 4:1-7

THINK: In this passage a widow finds herself at rock bottom. Her husband is dead, she is about to lose her sons
because of debt that needs to be repaid, and all she has is a little oil. It’s hard to imagine the desperation she
must have felt. I wonder how many people in that situation would just give up and not ask for help. The widow,
however, doesn’t give up hope and cries out to Elisha. He instructs her to go to her neighbors and ask for empty
jars. Then to go inside with the doors shut and fill the jars with oil. Elisha doesn’t specify the number of jars to
collect. He says instead, “Don’t ask for just a few,” implying that she gather as many as she thinks God will fill to
meet her full need. If she had little faith and only gathered a few jars, the oil would have stopped flowing and
her debt may not have gotten paid. But the widow was obedient and had faith in God. So the oil poured until
there was no jar left to fill, giving her all she needed in that desperate moment, providing for her and her son’s
future. How many times have we underestimated God’s ability to fulfill our every need? Does our lack of faith
sometimes limit God’s ability to take on the fullness of our burdens?
PRAY: God, you are the Provider. Only you can fulfill my every need. Lord, may I have faith like the widow and
cry out to you in my emptiness so that you would fill me.

Thursday, March 26
By Jessica Bauml

READ:

Psalm 126

THINK: For everyone, there is a time in life when we can get overwhelmed with despair. Despair comes in many
forms: persistent pain, grief, guilt, stress, loss, etc. Life gets hard and sometimes all we can do is stop and cry.
But in those times, we have to continue to work through the tears. Life doesn’t stop in our sadness. We have to
move forward being realistic. Acknowledge the tears, ‘I feel you, I’m sad and want to quit, but there is life to live
(dishes to be washed, deadlines at work, bills to be paid, family to care for).’ If we stop and wait until the
sadness is gone, we may never start back up and live again. Joy comes at the end of the work. Tears or no tears.
This psalm reminds us that troubles don’t last forever. Stop now and think of a pain you’ve gone through in the
past, one that God has already seen you through. God is at work during your times of sadness. Work with him to
the end and he will turn your sorrow into joy and your tears into laughter.
PRAY: God, thank you for all the pain you’ve already brought me through. Help me to remember that you will
see me through the next time I’m overwhelmed. Lord, work with me through my tears and help me to find joy in
the end of my sadness.

Friday, March 27
By Jessica Bauml

READ:

Isaiah 43:8-15

THINK: As young children grow up, they encounter new things constantly. Some of these new things can be
frightening and may cause fear that is irrational. Think monster under the bed or in the closet. It’s a parent’s job
to comfort the child and show them there’s nothing to fear. This builds trust that the parent is there for the child
and usually those irrational fears lessen as they grow older.
Before this section (in verses 1-7) God is asking Israel not to fear, because he is with them. In verses 8-15 God is
saying to them, ‘Don’t believe me? Prove that I’m wrong. I’ve been around forever, and I’m not going anywhere.
When I say things are safe and you have nothing to fear, who is going to change that reality?’ As adults we have
our own fears and trials. Some of them very real, but some irrational. We too can overreact and hold onto our
reasons for fear, full of doubt. God is there like a parent comforting a confused child, saying that there is nothing
to fear. Even in death, there is no fear as God has conquered it. What fear have you had in the past that God has
lifted? Do you still have fears that you hold on to?
PRAY: God, I am like a child and I can become fearful with things I don’t understand. Help me to have faith that
you are with me in all of my fears.

Saturday, March 28
By Jessica Bauml

READ:

Exodus 12:21-27

THINK: My family has a tradition of singing the doxology before dinner. God has always been the center of our
family; and our love of music and singing is also something we share. I remember singing the doxology with my
great-grandparents and grandparents and loved hearing the different voices as we harmonized. I could pick out
each one. It brings me joy that my own children have been brought up singing with their great-grandparents. Up
to four generations at a time singing together. It’s part of who we are.
The Passover is one of the most defining moments of the Christian faith. For generations, it’s been a celebration
that reminds Jewish families that God’s judgment passed over them. They were shown mercy and God delivered
them from their oppressors. When Christ was sacrificed, this tradition took on a fuller meaning. The crucifixion,
which happened during Passover, reminds Christians that God’s judgment passed over us and we were shown
mercy. God delivered us from the oppression of sin in our lives. The church continues to value its traditions that
tell of who we are and what God has done for us.
What traditions do you have that remind you who you are and where you come from? What celebrations or
traditions of the church remind you whose you are and what has been done for you?
PRAY: God, thank you for family and the memories that traditions bring. During this season of reflection may the
cross remind me of the sacrifice you made. Help me to be humbled by the mercy you gave and the punishment
you took for my sins.

Fifth Sunday Of Lent, March 29
By Daniel Johnson

READ:

Isaiah 43:16-21

THINK: The prophet Isaiah writes to the people of Israel who were just brought out of exile. Israel, God’s original
chosen people, turned away from God, and suffered in the foreign land of Babylon because of their rebellion.
They had a taste of suffering and defeat in their mouths. After God brought them out of exile in Babylon, the
people of Israel still had a wavering faith in God and His promises to them. In this section, God uses Isaiah to
remind His people of how He rescued them in ways they deemed impossible. But, in the midst of reminding
them of His faithfulness, God commands His own people to not get stuck in the past, but to brace themselves for
even greater things! The Lord says, “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am
making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” Finishing in verse 21, God reminds Israel that
they are His own. He’s got skin in the game here. He’s not going to forget about them. We all have those rough
moments in life where it is much easier to reminisce, to recall a time when things with God were so amazing!
But what we read here is that God is at his best when everything is at its worst. During Lent, we live into the
truth that everything God does is redemptive. God is always doing a new thing in your life! Our God makes a
way in the wilderness and makes a way of life through death. Because of Jesus, death and suffering don’t have
the last word in our lives. God is doing a new thing in your life. Do you see it? Are you ready for it?
PRAY: God, I thank you for the finished work of Jesus on the cross, that pain and suffering don’t have the last
word. Open my eyes today to see your redeeming work, even in the areas where I deem it impossible.

Monday, March 30
By Daniel Johnson

READ:

Hebrews 10:19-25

THINK: Sometimes in the Christian faith, we see perseverance as something that has to be mustered up by our
own power. But the letter to the Hebrews shows us a different perspective of perseverance. The church this
letter was written to lived in a time where following the way of Jesus became riskier and more costly. The
church contemplated going back to old, comfortable ways of life. But the author encourages the church to keep
moving forward in the life that God has for them. Earlier in verse 12, it says after defeating death and sin, Jesus
“sat down” at the right hand of God. He sat down! In other words, the author is telling the church that because
of the finished work of Jesus, we have the hope to keep going. As Jesus followers, our faith isn’t just a generic
faith. After all, your faith is only as good as what you put it in! Our faith is rooted in someone who was faithful
back then and is faithful today. Let’s receive the forgiveness and hope of Jesus openly today! May we let that
promise guide us as we continue to run with endurance in life!
PRAY: Thank you Jesus that you don’t leave the work of the Gospel just up to me. Ground my hope in your
saving work on the cross and strengthen me to run with endurance today.

Tuesday, March 31
By Daniel Johnson

READ:

Judges 9:7-15

THINK: The book of Judges describes a time in Israel’s history when a series of judges, or kings, were put into
power to try to rescue Israel from their corruption and rebellion against God. Judges 9 tells the story of
Abimelech, a man who fought for power with selfish and corrupt intent. When he becomes king, his youngest
brother Jotham tells this parable, or story, to warn the people about giving the ruling power to Abimelech.
Comparing trees to the people of Israel, he tells the story about the trees asking an olive tree, a fig tree, and a
grapevine to be their king. In response, all three refused to be king because they already had natural duties that
were fitting for them. But then the trees go to the thorn bush, asking it to be their king. The thorn bush, who
Jotham compares to Abimelech, replies, telling the trees to take shelter in its shade. This is obviously an
impossible thing, depicting the ill-fitting role of king for the thorn bush and thus, depicting how Abimelech, in his
selfish ambition, is not fit to be king. Like this instance in Judges 9, time and time again, the people who rule as
kings are unable to rescue Israel from their lawlessness. Israel is longing for a king to rescue them and to make
everything right. The people of Israel are desperate for one true King, who we know now as Jesus Christ. The Old
Testament reminds us that we are helpless without a Savior. Have you ever had those moments in life where
you are longing for meaning and value, so much so that you gave yourself over to a thing or a way of life that
ultimately didn’t play out for you? We are much like the people of Israel in that we are hopeless on our own.
Remember today that we have the one true King Jesus, who we’ve been looking for all along.
PRAY: King Jesus, forgive me for worshipping the things and people of this world instead of you alone. Draw me
back into loyalty to you, and to the life and grace that only you give me.

Wednesday, April 1
By Daniel Johnson

READ:

Psalm 20

THINK: David wrote the psalms to God in the midst of countless battles in his lifetime. As David fought his
battles, he trusted that God heard his cries for help, and would do something about it. David understood that
the way he fought his battles would look different from those around him. God’s victory in David’s life didn’t
always follow the conventional strategies of the day. Even King Saul thought that David was unqualified to
conquer Goliath. David proclaims in Psalm 20 that some nations boast of their chariots and horses, but Israel
boasted in the name of the Lord. How do you fight your battles? Do you ever feel like you’re fighting your
battles alone? David trusted that God is the one who takes the victory in his life, even if in unconventional ways.
God wants to give you victory over your struggles in life. It just might not be how the rest of the world solves
problems. The last time I checked, sending your Son to earth to let people kill him isn’t the most victorious
sounding thing in the eyes of world. May you be encouraged today that God hears your cry for help, wants to
rescue you in times of need, but will grow your trust in Him along the way.
PRAY: God, help me to trust you when all I want is quick and easy solutions to my problems. Help me to trust in
your way of doing things. May I believe in Your kind of victory.

Thursday, April 2
By Daniel Johnson

READ:

Isaiah 53:10-12

THINK: It doesn’t take a hard look at the world to see that things are simply unfair. Good things happen to bad
people, and bad things happen to good people. Prophesying about Jesus, Isaiah speaks of a servant who will
suffer a criminal’s torture and death on behalf of everyone. Earlier in the chapter, it says that this suffering
servant was despised and rejected, and the people turned their backs and didn’t even care. It says that this man
did no wrong and was unjustly condemned. Seems pretty unfair. I can’t help but see myself in that crowd that
turned their backs to Jesus, not caring about Him as He died a criminal’s death. The end of the chapter
prophesies that on the cross Jesus would be counted among the rebels and would step in on their behalf. We
don’t always understand why life is unfair, but what we do know is that Jesus entered into the unfair suffering of
the world. He took it upon Himself in an act of grace on our behalf. When God doesn’t give me the answers in
life, I remember that He gives me Himself in the midst of the suffering. He gives me grace when I least deserve
it. In the words of the author Bob Goff, “grace never seems fair until you need a little.” In the midst of an unfair
world, may we be thankful that God still gives us what we don’t deserve, grace.
PRAY: God, thank you for taking the punishment and suffering that I deserve. Today I choose to receive the
grace you freely offer me. Help me to be more like you, to be willing to enter into suffering with the people
around me.

Friday, April 3
By Daniel Johnson

READ:

Hebrews 2:10-18

THINK: Think back to a time when you were misunderstood. Or think of a moment where you felt as though
nobody cared about what you were going through. Maybe you’ve had people tell you they’re too busy to take
on that heavy thing you’re struggling with. We all know the pain in those moments. We are all desperate for
someone to be there with us in the good and the bad, the beautiful and the ugly. This passage in Hebrews points
us to the God who is deeply involved with His creation. God doesn’t just care about God. He cares about you. He
created you. This chapter calls you His child. In other words, He’s got skin in the game for you. He is so loving
towards you that he became human and experienced every pain in your life today. Jesus put on skin so He could
heal and restore everything about being human. There was nothing that Jesus left untouched. He intimately
knew the untouchable people, or the outcasts, of His day. What a relief that God knows you intimately, and has
actually done something for your situation already, and wants to continue to heal you today.
PRAY: Thank you, God, for fully knowing and fully loving me. Thank you for stepping into my life. Thank you for
caring about every feeling and experience I have. And thank you for being close enough to understand, to heal,
and to love me.

Saturday, April 4
By Daniel Johnson

READ:

Luke 22:1-13

THINK: The Festival of Unleavened Bread, or the Passover, originates in Exodus 12 as Israel is delivered from
slavery in Egypt. The Passover involves detailed preparations for a yearly sacrifice of a lamb in every home, in
order that people may be saved from the judgment of God. The Passover asks for active participation and
preparation from people. In the same way, we see Jesus asking his disciples to prepare for the Passover meal
they’re about to share. The only difference is that animal sacrifices are no longer necessary. Jesus becomes the
one true sacrifice for all sin and wrong in our lives and in the world. But He still calls us to participate, to
prepare. Take time today to ask God to prepare your heart for this season of reflecting on the sacrifice Christ has
made once and for all. May you say yes today to being an active player in God’s plans of redemption.
PRAY: Jesus, I say yes to you. I say yes to actively participating in your plans of redemption. No more watching
from the bleachers! Prepare my heart to receive you today.

Palm Sunday, April 5
By Matt Knapp

READ:

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Luke 19:28-40

THINK: Psalm 118 is a song that was sung to give thanks to God for blessing the nation with a king that would
unify and lead a nation. Even though this psalm was written and sung many years before the time of Jesus, it is
prophetic in the way it describes that first Palm Sunday in Luke 19: a celebration of God’s goodness and
faithfulness and a thankfulness for raising up a king to lead and define a nation. However, the king they got in
Jesus was not what they were expecting. Normally kings enter a city on a horse, a symbol of great political and
military might. Instead Jesus rode in on a donkey, a symbol of peace. They thought Jesus was going to be the
cornerstone of a new and great Jewish kingdom on earth. Instead he was coming to be the cornerstone of a
heavenly kingdom that rules in the hearts of people. And from this simple entrance we learn that Jesus is the
King that offers us what we need and not what we want. We want security from others, but we really need
forgiveness for ourselves. We want to be defined by our status, but we need to be defined by our service.
What are the things you want? Are they the things you need? Give thanks for God’s faithfulness to always
provide for you in the way you need and reflect on the real reasons for the things you want. As we get closer to
Easter, remember you are invited to let Jesus define your life in a new way.
PRAY: Thank you, Jesus, for being what I need. Thank you for forgiving me and giving me a new identity that
reflects the peace you bring to my life. Forgive me when I try to build up my own security and status and show
me new ways that I can serve others like you did.

Monday Of Holy Week, April 6
By Matt Knapp

READ:

Psalm 36:5-11

THINK: Matt Redman, a well-known and gifted worship leader, once wrote “Worship thrives on wonder. We can
admire, appreciate and perhaps even adore someone without our having a sense of wonder. But we cannot
worship without wonder. For worship to be worship, it must contain something of the otherness of God.”
(Christianity Today, Sep 7, 2004)
Psalm 36 is a psalm of wonder. The author is in awe of the love of God being “unfailing” and “stretching to the
heavens” - words that describe its limitless capacity. But it is also in wonderment of God’s faithfulness,
righteousness, justice, generosity, and compassion. God is unlike any other, and definitely unlike us. We
describe him as our friend, but we shouldn’t worship our friends. We describe him as our king, but we don’t
worship political leaders. It is only when we accept that our God is unlike anything else in this universe that we
enter into a sense of wonder about who God is and what God has done. And that is when we can truly begin to
worship.
What characteristics and actions of God bring you into awe and wonder of who God is and what God has done?
PRAY: “Your love oh Lord, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies. Your righteousness is like the
highest mountains. Your justice like the great deep.” I am consumed with awe and wonder at who you are, and I
find peace there.

Tuesday Of Holy Week, April 7
By Matt Knapp

READ:

Psalm 71:1-14

THINK: Think about all the lessons you have learned in your life. You probably still have even more to learn. With
life comes lessons. Psalm 71 has often been described as the psalm of an ‘old saint’ – someone who has walked
with God for a long time and has come to the end of his years and is reflecting on all the lessons learned. He has
learned that he can find refuge in God. He has learned that God has been bringing him hope since his childhood.
He has seen good things God has done, and he trusts that God will continue to do so. 1 Corinthians 1:30 says
that Christ has become our wisdom from God. If that is true, then the lessons we are learning as we live should
be filtered through the lens of God’s mercy, sacrifice, and love. Who are the people in your life who have passed
down priceless lessons of wisdom? What lessons are you learning that you want to pass on to the next
generation? It is important to consider what God is trying to teach you with each moment of life.
PRAY: God, I thank you for the older people in my life, especially the ones who have learned the truths of your
goodness, mercy and justice, and have passed them along to me. Spirit, give me your wisdom as I grow old. Help
me to cherish every generation and appreciate your faithfulness. Help me to see the younger generations the
way you do and give me opportunities to serve them with the wisdom I am learning.

Wednesday Of Holy Week, April 8
By Matt Knapp

READ:

Hebrews 12:1-3

THINK: Suffering. No one likes it. No one wakes up in the morning and wishes for a day filled with misery and
pain. Yet a wise person might suggest that, while suffering is painful, suffering leads to a cry to God for help, that
cry leads to freedom, and freedom leads to joy (even in suffering). We learn from Hebrews, that Jesus himself
considered the “joy set before him” (of reuniting people to God) as his reason to embrace the suffering of
betrayal, torture, and death. Because through suffering, God is glorified as the savior of his people… AND his
people are saved in the end! Even in his last days, Jesus embraced those who made him suffer, because his eyes
were set on the big picture. After his death and resurrection, we can look to Christ and “not grow weary or lose
heart” in our suffering, because while the suffering might linger it doesn’t last.
What might it look like for you to embrace your suffering? That doesn’t mean welcome it as the final chapter of
your life, but look past the pain to the promises God has given. Can you see the “joy set before you” and endure
it? Cry out to God in your suffering and you are promised joy in the end, to the glory of God.
PRAY: Lord, I am suffering from __________________, and I need your help. Help me to endure it because I
know you are glorified in the end and I will find joy in your salvation. It’s tough for sure, but I know that you
don’t leave me or give up on me.

Maundy Thursday, April 9
By Matt Knapp

READ:

John 13:1-17, 31b-35

THINK: Foot-washing isn’t really a thing we do anymore, but people washed other people’s feet all the time in
ancient times. Roads weren’t paved so everything was dusty. Most people wore sandals, so that dust got on
feet. But when Jesus bent low to wash his followers’ feet, it made them extremely uncomfortable. That was a
servant’s job - not the master’s job.
My boss washed my feet once. It was uncomfortable. I confess I am not a fan of intimate moments, and this was
one of those moments that gives me nightmares. I understood the message though. He wanted to let me know
that he did not consider himself more important than me (even though he was). He was communicating that he
valued my partnership in ministry, and we were on the same team.
Jesus lived a life of serving others. He even died serving others. And he didn’t discriminate between those he
served. The one person who didn’t have to serve anyone chose to serve everyone. In this moment with his
friends, though, he taught them that following him meant having a servant’s heart. So, who do you need to
serve?
PRAY: Jesus, you have given me a great example of service. You have taught me that even though I am loved, I
am no better than anyone else. Help me to see and act on moments where I can serve others and communicate
that they are valued.

Good Friday, April 10
By Matt Knapp

READ:

John 18:1-19:42

THINK: Questions should arise when we read about Jesus’ crucifixion – big, thorny questions. Pilate himself
probably has one of the most famous questions of all time recorded in verse 38, when he asks, “What is truth?”
Today is Good Friday, the day Jesus died. My first question is ‘Why?’ Why did Jesus have to die? But what about
other questions like ‘Why is this a good day?’ or ‘Why did God even let it happen?’ What about questions like
‘Who is at fault here?’ or ‘If Jesus never sinned, was he really fully human?’ Did you ever wonder ‘What made
Pilate go along with something he knew was wrong?’ or ‘Why did the crowd suddenly turn on him a few days
after they wanted him as king?’ Good Friday is exactly the time to ponder some of the hardest questions of the
Christian faith.
But it is also the place where we find some of the most powerful truths. We find out who Jesus is and what he
has done for us. Jesus is a mirror where we see the pain and suffering of our world on the cross. Jesus is an open
door where we find access to the God who made us. Jesus is the one who loves his mother and his brothers and
his friends. Jesus is the one who places himself in the same identity as the God who spoke to Moses in the
burning bush by saying, “I am.”
What questions do you have about the Christian faith? How has Jesus shown you powerful truth?
PRAY: Lord, I confess that I have questions. I confess that sometimes following you is a bit of a mystery. Lord,
help me to anchor myself to what I know about who you are and what you have done for me. Thank you for
taking on the sin of the world on the cross. I may not understand how it all works, but I believe I am changed
because of it.

Holy Saturday, April 11
By Matt Knapp

READ:

Matthew 27:57-66

THINK: It was Saturday. Jesus was dead. The revolution seemed to have failed. Jesus’ friends were hiding for fear
that they were going to be hunted down next. Usually crucified people would be left on crosses to serve as a
warning to others. But on this Saturday, a man, Joseph of Arimathea, risked everything to honor the man he had
followed. Joseph probably paid a lot to arrange for Jesus’ body to be honored – and not just with money. What
is significant about Joseph is that he was a member of the council that called for Jesus’ death in the first place!
Yet at some point before this, he began to “secretly” follow Jesus. And while it’s not recorded that he spoke up
to prevent Christ’s execution, it is recorded that he made a statement with his wallet and his actions. Joseph
seems to be the first person after the death of Jesus to risk everything – career, wealth, even his own life – to be
honest with the world about who he believed Jesus to be. What about you? Is it a risk to let your family, your coworkers, your friends know what you believe about Jesus? What is at stake if you do? What is at stake if you
don’t?
PRAY: Lord, I believe you are the one who forgives my sins. I believe you are the way to finding peace and joy. I
believe that you give me wisdom and understanding to live a life and relate to others that reflects your holiness
and goodness. It may be risky to admit that, but you are worth the risk.

